
Developed by our team of 
educators and librarians, 
Stepping Stones to Milestones is a 

cohesive storytime experience. We aim 
to help children get ready to start 
school and to position parents and 
caregivers as their child’s first teacher. 
During storytime early literacy 
development is supported and modeled 
through these five practices. 

1.	 Singing

2.	Talking

3.	Reading

4.	Writing

5.	Playing

These practices that build a rich literacy 
environment are easy to do and can be 
done anywhere.
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�William H. & Marion C. Alexander 
Family Library (AFL)
200 West 2nd Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036 
717.566.0949

�East Shore Area Library (ESA)
4501 Ethel Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109 
717.652.9380

�Elizabethville Area Library (EV)
80 North Market Street
Elizabethville, PA 17023 
717.362.9825 

Johnson Memorial Library (JOH)
799 East Center Street
Millersburg, PA 17061 
717.692.2658

George & Hettie Love
Memorial Library (LOV)
(formerly Kline Library)
530 South 29th Street
Harrisburg, PA 17104 
717.234.3934

�Madeline L. Olewine 
Memorial Library (MOM)
2410 North 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110 
717.232.7286

McCormick Riverfront Library (MRL)
101 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
717.234.4976 

�Northern Dauphin Library (ND)
683 Main Street
Lykens, PA 17048 
717.523.0340

DCLS.ORG
Your Ninth Library
Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  
Visit now!
24/7 RENEWALS
Toll Free 1.877.709.2690

MARCO 
Your Exploration Station 
Out and about in your community

Free WIFI Open for Discovery

 	facebook.com/DCLS.PA 

	 dcls.org/FBkids 

	 dcls.org/FBadults 

 instagram.com/dcls_library 

 dcls.org/youtube

 tiktok.com/@dcls_library

Join our social media community

Reading 
You don’t have to be an expert on the 
science of reading to raise a reader. By 
reading a picture book each day, you help 
children grow excited for stories, you help 
them build their vocabularies and you help 
them grow their background 
knowledge. 
 
Participate in 1000 Books 
Before Kindergarten. Log 
each book you read to your 
child using the online log in 
Beanstack. Paper log sheets 
are also available at  
The Library.

Try these songs or rhymes at home!
Babies: Snuggle Up Together
Snuggle up together,
Baby in your lap.
Snuggle up together,
And clap, clap, clap!

Snuggle up together.
Don’t you nap!
Snuggle up together,
And tap, tap, tap!

We’re working out together.
Baby don’t stop.
We’re working out together,
So hop, hop, hop!

Now our song is over,
Get ready to stop!
Now our song is over,
So stop, stop, stop!

Toddlers and Preschoolers:  
Chubby Little Snowman
A chubby little snowman
Had a carrot nose
Along came a rabbit
And what do you suppose?
That hungry little rabbit
Looking for his lunch
Ate the snowman’s carrot nose
Nibble, nibble, crunch!



  
 

January 2026 Stepping Stones to Milestone Schedule of programs
Session 1 is January 4 to February 7

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

All Ages Storytime
9:30 AM
ESA
Toddler Storytime
10:15
EV

Born to Read 
9:30 AM
ESA
Born to Read
10:15 AM
EV
Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
AFL
Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
LOV
Preschool Storytime
11:00 AM
ESA

Toddler Storytime
9:30 AM
ESA
Born to Read
10:15 AM
AFL 
Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
EV
Toddler Storytime
11:00 AM
ESA

Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
LOV
Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
AFL
Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
EV
Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
ND

Preschool Storytime
9:15 AM
ESA
Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
ND
Born to Read 
10:15 AM
LOV
Born to Read 
10:30 AM
ESA

January Booklist
0-3 years
Pippa and Pelle in the Winter Snow by Daniela Drescher
Bundle Up Little Pup by Dori Elys
Winter is Here by Kevin Henkes
All the Little Snowflakes by Cindy Jin
Over and Under the Snow by Kate Messner
Love You, Hug you, Read to You! by Tish Rabe

3-5 years
Snowballs by Lois Ehlert
Let Me Finish! by Minh Lê
Winston the Book Wolf by Marni McGee
The Book with No Pictures by B.J. Novak
How to Catch a Snowman by Adam Wallace
The Duckling Gets a Cookie by Mo Willems

Here are a few things you 
can do to raise readers.
1.	Make your home a reading-rich  
	 environment. 

2.	Keep books handy. Stash books in  
	 your bag and take advantage of  
	 transitions between activities to read  
	 to your child.

3.	Visit the library and take advantage  
	 of the books, materials, and other  
	 resources.

4.	Develop a daily reading routine.

5.	Let children choose books.

6.	Be an active reader. Use expressive  
	 voices and sound effects. Explore  
	 and discuss the illustrations.

7.	Ask questions when you read. Let  
	 your child get involved and ask  
	 questions as well.

8.	Model reading. Let your child see you  
	 reading and discussing the books  
	 you read. Children want to do what  
	 the adults do.

9.	Have fun.

These are my glasses
			   by Laurie Berkner
These are my glasses, 
This is my book. 
I put on my glasses, 
And open up my book. 
Then I read, read, read, 
And I look, look, look. 
I put down my glasses and whoop! 
Close up the book. 
 
If You’d Like to Read a Book 
(Tune: “If You’re Happy and You Know It”)

If you’d like to read a book, clap your 
hands (clap, clap)

If you’d like to read a book, clap your 
hands (clap, clap)

If you’d like to read a book, listen up  
and take a look,

If you’d like to read a book, clap your 
hands! (clap, clap)



January 2026 Early Literacy Activity Calendar 
Activities in bold print are for all ages. Activities in plain text are good to share with preschoolers. 

 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

Draw the numbers 
in the year 2026 and 
have your child 
trace them. 
 

2 
Play a game of 
follow the leader.  
You do something 
then your child 
does the same. 

3 
January begins with 
J. Name five other 
words that begin 
with J. 

4  
Play your child’s 
favorite game with 
them. 

5  
It’s National Bird 
Day. Explore what 
birds you see in 
your yard today. 

 

6 
Dance and move to 
a Laurie Berkner 
Song. 

 

7 
Recite or sing one 
of the rhymes or 
songs found in this 
newsletter. 

8 
It’s National Bubble 
Bath Day! Read the 
book, Bubble Bath 
Pirates by Jarrrett J. 
Krosoczka 
 

9 
Practice writing 
your first name. 
 

 

10 
Visit the library. 
 

 

11 
Be a reading role 
model. Let your 
child see you 
reading a book or 
magazine.  
 

12 
January is the first 
month of the year. 
Have your children 
practice writing the 
number 1. 

13 
Count how many 
words are on a page 
of a favorite picture 
book. 

14 
Create a “bear 
den” using 
blankets and 
furniture. Hold a 
cozy storytime in 
the den. 
 

15 
It’s is National Hat 
Day.  How many 
words can you 
name that rhymes 
with hat? 

16 
Make some paper 
snowflakes. Can you 
make two that are 
the same? 

17 
Ask your child to 
describe something 
they would like to 
invent or do. 

18 
During bath time, 
explore toys that 
sink and float. 

 

19 
Read a book about 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. 
 

20 
Happy Birthday 
Tedd Arnold. Draw a 
picture of your own 
“Fly Guy” 
 

21 
Visit the library. 
 

 

22 
Play ball. Roll  or 
toss a ball back and 
forth . 

 

23 
Small, medium, or 
large.  Find objects 
from around the 
house and identify 
which size they are. 

24 
Build a snowman 
using play dough or 
real snow if the 
weather 
cooperates. 

25 
Have fun doing the 
opposite. Say 
goodbye instead of 
hello, have 
breakfast for 
supper. etc. 

26 
Freeze water in 
different shaped 
containers and use 
these frozen shapes 
in sensory play. 

27  
Make a snow 
painting using 
cotton balls or 
cotton swabs to 
dab  the 
snowflakes onto 
the paper. 
 

28 
Sing favorite 
songs using 
different silly 
voices. 

 

29 
Happy Birthday 
Rosemary Wells. 
Read a book 
written by her. 

30 
Make a ramp and 
drive toy cars and 
other objects down 
the ramp. 

31 
Mix up some cocoa. 
Count how many 
marshmallows  you 
add. 

 


