
Developed by our team of educators 
and librarians, Stepping Stones to 
Milestones is a cohesive storytime 

experience. We aim to help children get 
ready to start school and to position parents 
and caregivers as their child’s first teacher. 
During storytime early literacy development 
is supported and modeled through these 
five practices. 

1.	 Singing

2.	Talking

3.	Reading

4.	Writing

5.	Playing

These practices that build a rich literacy  
environment are easy to do and can be 
done anywhere.

Play a game of Red Light,  
Green Light  
This game helps children learn patience and 
builds large motor skills. The leader faces 
away from the players and calls, “ green 
light”. The players move towards the leader, 
but must stop when the leader faces them 
and calls, “ red light.” The first  
child to tag the leader wins the  
game. Any child who doesn’t  
stop when the leader calls  
“Red Light” must go back to  
the starting line.

Try these songs and rhymes 
at home!
 
Babies: Ladybugs Fly-  
Sung to: “Three Blind Mice”
 
Fly, fly, fly. 		
Bounce gently on  one knee
Ladybugs fly		
Fly over here.	
Lift child and sit on the other knee
Fly over there.	
Lift child and move to the other knee
They fly up high and they fly down low. 	
Lift child up high then lower down
Around and around and around they go. 
Bounce gently on one knee
They fly fast, and they fly-fly slow.
Oh, ladybugs fly.

Toddlers: Little Ducks Song -  
Sung to: “London Bridge”
 
Little ducks go quack, quack, quack
Quack, quack, quack,
Quack, quack, quack,
Little ducks go quack quack quack
In the springtime.

Preschoolers: I’ll Plant A Little Seed -  
Sung to: “I’m A Little Teapot” 
 
I’ll plant a little seed in the dark, dark ground.
Out comes the yellow sun, big and round.
Down comes the cool rain, soft and slow.
Up comes the little sprout, grow, grow, grow!
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�William H. & Marion C. Alexander 
Family Library (AFL)
200 West 2nd Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036 
717.566.0949

�East Shore Area Library (ESA)
4501 Ethel Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109 
717.652.9380

�Elizabethville Area Library (EV)
80 North Market Street
Elizabethville, PA 17023 
717.362.9825 

Johnson Memorial Library (JOH)
799 East Center Street
Millersburg, PA 17061 
717.692.2658

George & Hettie Love
Memorial Library (LOV)
(formerly Kline Library)
530 South 29th Street
Harrisburg, PA 17104 
717.234.3934
�

Madeline L. Olewine 
Memorial Library (MOM)
2410 North 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110 
717.232.7286

McCormick Riverfront Library (MRL)
101 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
717.234.4976 

�Northern Dauphin Library (ND)
683 Main Street
Lykens, PA 17048 
717.523.0340

DCLS.ORG
Your Ninth Library
Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  
Visit now!
24/7 RENEWALS
Toll Free 1.877.709.2690

MARCO 
Your Exploration Station 
Out and about in your community



Six Stages of Play 
Unoccupied Play (0-3 months):  Babies engage 
in unoccupied play where they observe their 
surroundings and explore their bodies.

Solitary Play (3 months – 2 years): Older babies 
and toddlers play alone. Children this age 
typically do not have communication skills to 
engage in play with other children. They 
construct things, interact with a toy or doll, or 
engage in physical play like dancing and 
climbing.

Spectator or Onlooker Play (about age 2): Kids 
begin to develop an interest in the activities of 
other children and will observe others at play 
without engaging in it themselves.

Parallel Play (2 to 4 years old): Children play 
near other children but not yet with them. Each 
child is directing their own activities. A child 
may observe and reflect what another child is 
doing.

Associative Play (3 to 4 years old):  
Children begin to play  
together, taking turns  
with toys. Their activities  
interact.

Cooperative Play  
(4 years old and older):  
Children begin to coordinate  
their activities and play  
games with established rules.  

March Booklist
  

Monday

All Ages Storytime
9:30 AM
ESA

Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
EV

Tuesday

Born to Read
9:30 AM
ESA

Born to Read
10:15 AM
EV

Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
AFL

Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
LOV

Preschool Storytime
11:00 AM
ESA

Wednesday

Toddler Storytime
9:30 AM
ESA

Born to Read
10:15 AM
AFL

Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
EV

Toddler Storytime
11:00 AM
ESA

Thursday

Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
LOV

Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
AFL

Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
EV

Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
ND

Friday

Preschool Storytime
9:15 AM
ESA

Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
ND

Born to Read
10:15 AM
LOV

Born to Read
10:30 AM
ESA

Saturday

0-3 years
Global Baby Playtime by Maya Ajmera
Clap Your Hands by Lorinda Bryan Cauley
5 Little Ducks by Denise Fleming
Little Bunny, Spring is Here! by Deborah Marcero
Lambs by Tim Mayerling
Little Seed by Benson Shum

3-5 years
In Like a Lion Out Like a Lamb by Marion Dane Bauer
Paint with Ploof by Ben Clanton
Kite Day: A Bear and Mole Story by Will Hillenbrand
Counting in the Garden by Emily Hruby
Play with Me! by Michelle Lee
I am Sally Ride by Brad Meltzer 

Make a Paper Bag Kite

March 2026 Stepping Stones to Milestone Schedule of programs
Session 2 is February 15 to March 21

When do babies begin to play? 
Babies begin to play during their first weeks 
of life. Play during these early days is more 
about bonding, exploring senses, and inter-
acting with adults. Some early play activi-
ties include brief periods of tummy time, 
mirror play, and interactions with adults 
who  look, listen, talk, and touch the baby.  
As children grow, playtime becomes more 
interactive and toys provide a means for 
exploration. 

1.	 Decorate a paper lunch  
	 bag however you like.
 
2.	 Use a piece of tape to  
	 reinforce each corner of  
	 the bag at the open end.
 
3.	 Use a hole punch to make a hole at  
	 each corner about an inch from the  
	 edge and through the reinforcing tape.
 
4.	 Tie a piece of string or yarn that is  
	 about 1 yard long in each of the  
	 four holes.
 
5.	 Gather the strings together and tie 
	 them together a least 6 inches from  
	 the edge of the bag using a fifth string.  
	 Trim the extra yarn from the first four  
	 strings leaving the fifth string to fly  
	 your kite.
 
6.	 Add streamers or strips of newspaper  
	 to the closed end of the bag. Your kite  
	 is ready to fly.



March 2026 Early Literacy Activity Calendar 
Activities in bold print are for all ages. Activities in plain text are good to share with preschoolers. 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
It’s National Pig 
Day! Read a book 
featuring a pig. 

 

2 
March begins with 
M. Name 5 other 
words that begin 
with M. 
 

3 
Count the number 
of steps as you go 
up or down the 
stairs. 
 
    1-2-3-4-5 

4 
Happy Birthday, 
Peggy Rathmann. 
Read a book written 
or illustrated by her. 

5 
Have your child help 
write a to-do list for 
today.  

 

6 
Which is heavier? 
Collect some items 
from around the 
house and ask your 
child which of the 
items are heavier. 

7  
Sing a song about 
something you are 
doing. “This is the 
way I wash the 
dishes...” 

 
8  
Daylight Saving 
Time begins. Make 
a paper plate clock 
and discuss the 
numbers on the face 
of the clock. 

9 
Have children 
practice drawing 
horizontal lines. 
They can draw 
roads to drive a toy 
car. 

10 
Read a book about 
the wind. 
 
 

11 
How many words 
can you name that 
rhyme with green? 

12  
Sing one of the 
songs from the 
newsletter. 

 

13 
Visit the Library. 
 

 

14 
Plant a seed in a 
pot. Discuss what 
will happen. 

15 
Sing or play a 
song that 
encourages your 
child to move like 
“We are the 
Dinosaurs” by 
Laurie Berkner. 
 

16 
Try a new food and 
talk about how it 
tastes. 

 

17 
Can you make the 
color green? 
Explore which paints 
can blend to make 
green. 

18 
Number matching: 
Have children place 
the given number of 
cereal pieces in the 
matching bowl. 
 

19 
Have a screen free 
day. 

 
 

20 
Happy Birthday, 
Eric Carle. Read a 
book written or 
illustrated by him. 

21 
Play a board game. 
 
 

22 
Make a kite and 
take it outside to fly. 
Find directions for a 
paper bag kite in the 
newsletter. 
 

23 
Read a book about 
a puppy. 

 

24 
Use cardboard from 
a cereal or other 
food box to make 
shapes that your 
child can trace. 

25 
Make up silly lyrics 
to a favorite 
nursery rhyme and 
sing together. 

26 
Visit the Library. 
 

 

27 
Draw pictures about 
what you want to do 
in Spring. 

28 
Go for a walk and 
count how many 
flowers you see. 

 
29 
Visit one of our 
Storywalks. See the 
Compass for details. 
 

30  
It’s National Doctor’s 
Day. Have children 
role play a visit with 
the doctor.  

31 
Can you find any 
circles, squares, or 
triangles in your 
house? 
 

    

 


