
Developed by our team of educators 
and librarians, Stepping Stones to 
Milestones is a cohesive storytime 

experience. We aim to help children get 
ready to start school and to position parents 
and caregivers as their child’s first teacher. 
During storytime early literacy development 
is supported and modeled through these 
five practices. 

1.	 Singing

2.	Talking

3.	Reading

4.	Writing

5.	Playing

These practices that build a rich literacy  
environment are easy to do and can be 
done anywhere.

PLAY with puppets, props or toys to help 
children remember what they are reading or 
seeing around them. For example: Read the 
book, Mouse Paint by Ellen Walsh. Then 
place shaving cream in a sandwich bag. Add 
two different colors of food coloring in the 
bag, seal the bag and 
encourage children to 
squish the bag and mix 
the colors and shaving 
cream together. 
Discuss what happens.

Try these songs and rhymes 
at home! 
Babies:  Hokey Pokey Penny a Lump -
Hokey pokey, penny a lump
Up & down, up & down, bumpity- bump 
(gently bounce child on lap up and down)
If you jump, you’re sure to fall
(Raise child up then lower between legs)
Hokey pokey, that is all!

Toddlers: Let’s Go Swimming - 
(Tune: “ Frere Jacques”)
Let’s go swimming, let’s go swimming,
In the pool. In the pool.
We will take a cool dip. We will take a cool dip.
In the pool. In the pool.

Preschoolers: Bubble, Bubble, Pop! 
One little red fish 
Swimming in the water, 
Swimming in the water, 
Swimming in the water. 
One little red fish 
Swimming in the water, 
Bubble, bubble, bubble, bubble...POP! 

Verses: Increase the number and change  
the color. Visit https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=60RRRq4dJ58/  
for the tune.
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When children play, they learn! 
Children learn about themselves, others, 
and the world around them by playing with 
everyday objects and pretending. When 
you play with your children, you build 
lasting bonds while you help them learn the 
rules and what is expected of them. Make-
believe play allows children to problem 
solve using their imaginations.

Here are a few make-believe play ideas:

•	Be a train conductor and pick up stuffed 
animal passengers. You can make a train 
by connecting empty boxes with string.

•	Set up a pretend restaurant and have 
children be waiters, cooks, and other 
restaurant staff. Provide paper and 
pencils for children to take your order. 
Children can also help make a menu.

•	Set up a car wash for toy cars and trucks 
using a dish bin and some sudsy water. 
This is a good activity to do outside.

•	Set up books and pretend you are at the 
library. Children will be the librarians and 
scan the books and do other tasks that a 
librarian may do.

  

Monday

All Ages Storytime
9:30 AM
ESA

Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
EV

Tuesday

Born to Read
9:30 AM
ESA

Born to Read
10:15 AM
EV

Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
AFL

Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
LOV

Preschool Storytime
11:00 AM
ESA

Wednesday

Toddler Storytime
9:30 AM
ESA

All-Ages Storytime
10:15 AM
MOM

Born to Read
10:15 AM
AFL

Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
EV

Toddler Storytime
11:00 AM
ESA

Thursday

Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
LOV

Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
AFL

Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
EV

Toddler Storytime
10:15 AM
ND

Friday

Preschool Storytime
9:15 AM
ESA

Preschool Storytime
10:15 AM
ND

Born to Read
10:15 AM
LOV

Born to Read
10:30 AM
ESA

Saturday

0-3 years
The Wheels on the Bus by Jane Cabrera
Maisy Loves Ladybugs by Lucy Cousins 
Do You Know What I Am? : A Rhyming Book by Chad Geran
Wow! Ocean by Robert Neubecker
The Babies and Kitties Book  by John Schindel
Hop, Hop, Jump! by Lauren Thompson

3-5 years
Getting Ready for Kindergarten by Vera Ahiyya
The Runaway Bunny by Margaret Wise Brown
Biscuit Goes Camping by Alyssa Satin Capucilli
Beach Feet  by Kiyomi Konagaya
The Biggest Dog in the Book by Ben Lerwill
Dandylion Summer by Frann Preston-Gannon

Summer Reading  
Challenge

Summer 2026 Stepping Stones to Milestones Schedule
The second summer session is from July 12 to August 15

August Booklist

Circle each of the pictures that 
start with the letter S.

Answers: Shell, smile, star, spider, snake, sun, swimmer

Starting August 1, 2026, visit 
the Library to receive your 

Summer Reading Challenge 
prize once you have reached 

your reading goal. The 
preschool goal is 100 points.



August 2026 Early Literacy Activity Calendar 
Activities in bold print are for all ages. Activities in plain text are good to share with preschoolers. 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
Visit the library!   
 

2 
How many words 
can you name that 
rhyme with sun? 

 

3 
Go on a sound 
safari. Call out a 
letter sound and 
hunt for something 
that starts with that 
sound. 

4 
It’s National 
Chocolate Chip 
Cookie Day. Read If 
You Give a Mouse a 
Cookie  by Laura 
Numeroff. 
 

5 
Go outside and 
blow bubbles. 

 
 

6 
Make fingerprint 
letters. Children 
dip their fingers in 
washable paint 
and place 
fingerprints along 
each letter. 

7 
Have your child help 
sort the laundry or 
sort the silverware 
as you put them 
away. 

8 
Talk about ways 
animals stay cool in 
summer. 
 

9 
Explore the sounds 
and vibrations or 
sticks, stones, reeds 
or other “musical 
instruments” found 
in nature. 

10 
Play and “I Spy” 
game using colors. 

11 
Emphasize the 
beginning sounds 
in words. Let’s 
read a b-b-b-b 
book. 

12 
Happy birthday 
Audrey Wood. 
Read a book by 
this author. 

13 
Visit the library! 

 

14 
Sing or recite one 
of the rhymes in 
the newsletter. 

15 
Practice writing your 
first name. 
 
 

16 
Tell knock Knock 
jokes to one 
another.  

17 
Draw oversize 
letters with sidewalk 
chalk on a driveway.  
Have children jump 
on the letters you 
call out. 

18 
Collect sets of items 
that are the same 
number as your 
child’s age. If your 
child is three, have 
him gather three 
items for each set. 

19 
Sing a favorite 
children’s song or 
one from the 
newsletter. 

 

20 
Discuss a new 
summer experience.  
What did you do or 
see?               

      

21 
Play a game of 
catch. 

 

22 
Read a book about 
starting preschool 
or kindergarten. 
 

23 
Go on a scavenger 
hunt to find objects 
that are different 
shapes. 
 
 

24 
Visit the library! 

 

25 
Write letters on a 
beach ball. Have 
children name the 
letter facing them 
after each catch. 

26 
Practice counting to 
ten. Can you count 
to ten in another 
language? 

27 
Draw or make a 
picture of a school 
bus. 

28 
Sing the “Wheels 
on the Bus” 

 

29 
Visit a park or your 
own yard to play a 
game of freeze tag. 
 
 

30 
Happy Birthday 
Donald Crews. 
Read a book 
written and 
illustrated by him. 

31 
Ask your child to tell 
you a story about 
her favorite thing 
she did this 
summer. 
 

     


